Rep. Coffman awards Littleton native with a Distinguished Flying Cross

HIGHLANDS RANCH, Colo. - Today, U.S. Representative Mike Coffman (R-Aurora) awarded
88-year-old, Littleton native Joseph R. Falconetti with a Distinguished Flying Cross for heroism
during a combat flight over Romania on 15 July 1944.

While serving in World War 1l, Staff Sergeant Joseph Falconetti was a member of the 720th
Bomb Squadron, 450th Bomb Group when his B-24 Liberator was tasked with destroying a
strategic enemy oil installation in Romania. During a successful bombing mission on 15 July
1944, his aircraft was severely damaged by anti-aircraft fire rendering the plane almost unable
to fly. The pilot, navigator, bombardier and engineer were all seriously wounded by enemy fire.

Staff Sergeant Falconetti and his B-24 crewmates kept the plane airborne while repelling enemy
fighter attacks. Having lost half their engines and without a pilot, they traversed the foreign
hostile skies until safely out of danger. Their decisive action and heroic conduct prevented
further damage to the aircraft or injury to the crew.

“Joseph Falconetti represents the courage, determination and the selfless devotion that has
established the best traditions of today’s armed forces,” said Rep. Coffman who himself is a
Marine Corps combat veteran. “| have a lifelong admiration for the extraordinary actions of
those who fought to preserve freedom for the entire world and it is a great honor to present this
award to a member of what has been called the Greatest Generation.”

The Distinguished Flying Cross is awarded to members of our military who distinguish
themselves by acts of heroism or extraordinary achievement while participating in an aerial
flight.
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