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Coffman Introduces Bill to Fight Bark Beetle Blight

 

(WASHINGTON, D.C.) – Rep. Mike Coffman (R-Aurora) and the rest of the Colorado congressional delegationintroduced   the “National Forest Insect and Disease Emergency Act of 2009” to combat the   effects of Colorado’s bark beetle infestation. The Rocky Mountain west   is currently undergoing an unprecedented outbreak of Mountain Pine   Beetle.  In Colorado alone over 2.5 million acres have been damaged. The   National Forest Insect and Disease Emergency Act provides a variety of tools   to address this outbreak.  The states included in the bill include   Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon,   South Dakota, Utah, Washington and Wyoming.

Coffman commented, “Throughout the West federal forest lands are being   choked with a buildup of hazardous fuels that threaten communities, water   resources, and human lives.  This problem has been exacerbated by the   bark beetle epidemic which has killed millions of acres of trees throughout   Colorado.  The legislation that we have introduced will help rectify   this by giving land managers additional tools to combat the spread of beetle   infestation and return our forests to a healthy state.”

 

The National Forest Insect and Disease Emergency Act of   2009 will:

 

 

    -  Ensure adequate emphasis is placed on the   mitigation of hazards around communities and critical infrastructure posed by   large-scale infestation of bark beetles and other insects through the   establishment of insect and disease emergency area; 
    -  Ensure increased resources are available within   each designated insect and disease emergency area to mitigate hazards   associated with falling trees, increased fire hazards and the restoration of   national forest system land and;
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    -  Make permanent, as of the date of enactment of   this Act, existing Good Neighbor authority for CO and Stewardship Contracting   authorities for all states.
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